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Mouton expounds on Oman Peninsula in antiquity

Two-thirds of Arab women looking for jobs

Arab region’s young people an asset, not a liability: UN
RIYADH, Nov 15, (AFP): Arab lead-
ers must treat the region’s 100 million 
young people as an asset, not a liabili-
ty, the UN’s youth envoy said in Saudi 
Arabia on Tuesday.

“This is a generation that is so will-
ing to contribute,” but is beset by ob-
stacles in the 22-nation region plagued 
by confl ict since a wave of Arab upris-
ings demanding reform erupted after 

late 2010, Ahmad Alhendawi told the 
MiSK Global Forum.

Releasing fi gures from a forthcom-
ing study, he said the region’s average 
age is below 25 — but the average age 
of Arab world politicians is 58.

“This region has the highest rate 
of youth protest if you compare it to 
all other regions in the world,” said 
Alhendawi, a Jordanian named to the 

post in 2013.
He said two-thirds of Arab women 

are looking for jobs.
A separate report by the United Na-

tions labour agency in August showed 
that Arab states count the world’s 
highest youth unemployment rate, 
above 30 percent.

Overall, the region needs to create 
60 million jobs by 2020, Alhendawi 

said.
Even though that fi gure seems un-

reachable, he said the region should 
establish “an enabling environment” 
which would make it easier for young 
people to start businesses, and where 
they are seen “as an asset, not as a li-
ability”.

At the moment, starting a new busi-
ness “is almost a mission impossible”, 

he told the forum which brings busi-
ness leaders together with young Sau-
dis in a bid to inspire their involvement 
in diversifi cation of the kingdom’s oil-
dependent economy.

Alhendawi said young people’s 
use of social media shows “they are 
interested in politics and they are in-
terested in public life”, though not 
in the formal institutions of govern-

ment.
He said the Arab world itself con-

tains the solutions to its problems.
“This is our region,” he told the 

hundreds of delegates. “We have to 
reclaim it.”

The forum, which continues on 
Wednesday, is organised by the MiSK 
Foundation which aims to generate 
youth initiative.

Lecture focuses on 2 archaeological sites located in modern-day UAE
By Cinatra Fernandes

Arab Times Staff 

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 
15: Archaeologist Michel 
Mouton expounded on the 
Oman peninsula in antiq-
uity in his lecture at Yar-
mouk Cultural Centre on 
Monday evening, as part 
of the Dar Al Athar Al Is-
lamiyyah’s 22nd cultural 
season. 

Dr Mouton is the Director of Sci-
entific Research at the French Na-
tional Center for Scientific Research 
(CNRS), and Director of the French 
Center for Archaeology and Social 
Sciences in the Arabian peninsula. 

He is the former director of the 
French archaeological expedition 
in Sharjah (1991-1999), the French 
archaeological expedition in Had-
ramawt (1995-2006) and the Early 
Petra German French project of the 
ANR-DFG in Jordan (2008-2011). 
He is the author of several publica-
tions, most recently In the Desert 
Margins: The Settlement Process in 
Ancient South and East Asia.  

In his lecture, he discussed two ar-
chaeological sites, located in the mod-
ern UAE, which have been critical of 
the understanding of the Oman penin-
sula in antiquity. These are, Mleiha, 
the central place of the kingdom of 
Uman, and ed-Dur on the Gulf coast. 

Excavations carried out on these 
sites revealed the progressive sed-
entarisation of a population which 
dominated the region from the 3rd 
century BCE until the middle of 
the 3rd Century CE. But despite the 
abundance of unique, rich imported 
material and the use of the Seleucid 
standard in local coinage, the ancient 
populations of Mleiha and ed-Dur, 

which used South Arabian and Ara-
mean writing, show significant cul-
tural parallels with the communities 
settled on the North-East and North-
West of the Arabian Peninsula. 

He started his lecture about the 
Oman peninsula, which has a long 
history and archaeology, from the 
late Iron Age. In the late Iron Age, 
he informed, agricultural communi-
ties were found all along the moun-
tains and the coast who developed 
their activities and founded their vil-
lages with the use of the falaj, key 
to fertility at the time. The falaj, Dr 
Mouton explains, is a technique of 
underground galleries tapping water 
and bringing it to the surface where 
it runs like a river and can be used 
to irrigate fields. In the Oman penin-

sula, the expedition was able to dem-
onstrate that the falaj was discovered 
by the communities of the Iron Age 
around 1200 BCE. Evidence points 
to the fact that these were re-dug in 
the later phase, signifying that peo-
ple had problems with tapping the 
water possibly on account of climate 
change before disappearing com-
pletely. All of the villages of the Iron 
Age were subsequently abandoned. 

A new community came and set-
tled in one side of the peninsula in 
Mleiha which is the only site known 
to archaeologists and historians from 
the 3rd- 2nd BC in the area.  Mlei-
ha is found in a rocky ridge of the 
Oman mountains, it is a large site, 
and was excavated first in few places 
by an Iraqi expedition just after the 

independence of the emirates from 
1971-72. After that, the site was sur-
veyed by a French expedition from 
1985-2011 and excavated in many 
areas, the department of archaeology 
of Sharjah, headed by Sabah Jasim, 
also worked a lot in many places. For 
the past 5-6 years, a Belgium team is 
working in Mleiha in the cemeteries. 

“So, various teams worked on the 
old city and now we have a better 
picture of the city in this period of 
time”, he shared. The city is made up 
of mud brick houses, simple houses, 
and composite houses along with 
other huge buildings related to pow-
er such as forts. 

Dr Mouton informed that the peo-
ple of Mleiha were the first in the 
area to use iron and have the technol-

ogy of the metallurgy of iron. “We 
call the previous period the iron age 
for cultural reasons because there are 
in the cultural background of the iron 
age but did not yet know the metal-
lurgy of iron.” The people of Mleiha 
were also the first to use writing 
and coinage in the region. They had 
mints that produced their own coins 
fashioned along the currency of Al-
exander the great which was taken 
by the Seleucid empire and thus in-
tegrated in the trade background of 
the Seleucid empire. 

Commercial
“They were trans-Arabian traders 

in touch with long distance routes 
and commercial cities of the Levant, 
Mesopotamia, Greece, Yemen, and 
India”, he remarked, highlighting 
the items that were found at the site. 

The people who arrived and set-
tled in Mleiha in the 3rd c. BC had 
no relations with the previous cul-
ture and agricultural communities of 
the Iron Age. “Our first hypothesis 
was that these people came from out-
side the region and archaeological 
observations pointed to this, mainly 
the domestic space and dwelling and 
ethnographic ideologies.”

Dr Mouton elaborated on the 
model of sedentarisation found in 
Mleiha that were similar to those 
of Syria and Jordan characterized 
by the progressive adoption of the 
mud brick or stone building in terms 
of materials while the internal do-
mestic space featured isolated units 
leading to a complex multi roomed 
building and the external domestic 
space comprise an open space and 
an enclosed courtyard, concomitant 
with progressive densification in the 
urban layout. In the periodisation of 
the site, the archaeologists were able 
to study to see the complexity of the 
houses increasing. 

Mleiha was a fertile area with 

natural water and an accumulation 
of silt. The site in antiquity was sub-
ject to agricultural production and 
included date palms, fruit trees like 
pomegranate and grapevine varie-
ties, cereals, pulses and vegetables 
such as barley, wheat, lentils, grass, 
peas, broad beans, garlic. The ex-
ceptional preservation of abundant 
organic material allows a detailed 
study of the production and use of 
plant resources. 

The indications of the origins of the 
settlers came from observed funeral 
practices that were similar to others. 
The cemeteries were on the east and 
south side of the site, the graves are un-
derground graves closed by big monu-
ments and facades, identical to those 
found in Petra and Qaryat al Fau. The 
monuments were massive construc-
tions, square in plan of more than 3 m 
on the side and an important height, 
associated with a subterranean grave. 
Some had stepped battlements and ar-
chitectural horizontal elements, some 
were erected on stepped base, The ear-
liest ones date to late 3rd - 2nd BC. 

He also discussed another site, ed-
Dur, as large as Mleiha with fewer 
constructions probably used season-
ally for trade. There were a few pre-
sent permanently there. He pointed 
to an important discovery made by 
the Belgium expedition is the temple 
of ed-Dur. Other important material 
showing the relation with sea trade 
was discovered on the site. “We 
know the political relations between 
ed-Dur and Mleiha because in Mlei-
ha, you have a kind of a monogram 
of the kingdom was also found in the 
coinage of ed-Dur”, he remarked. 

After addressing other discover-
ies, he concluded by ascertaining the 
date of abandonment of Mleiha to 
be in the 1st half of the 3rd century, 
a sudden desertion that could have 
been caused by the rule and advance-
ment of Ardeshir the 1st.

Dr Michel Mouton


